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will be purely mercenary. Where the marriage, sup-
posed to be of inclination, has really been made for
the sake of settlements, the fact that a young man
or a young girl has acted from mere calculation in
such a matter is perhaps rather more repulsive to
sentiment than if the marriage had been treated
of by the heads of the families from first to last as
essentially a matter of business ; and, on the other
hand, where a marriage of suitability becomes almost
instantly a marriage of affection, as is said to be very
often the case, there seems no reason why such an
alliance should be rated as in any way lower than
the love marriage.

However, it is idle to argue with the master of
many legions, or to say anything against a change
that has been the almost inevitable result of circum-
stances, and that expresses the settled impulse of the
Germanic race. The marriage of inclination is now
the only avowed one in the greater part of the
civilised world, and is rapidly supplanting the mar-
riage of suitability in France. Writers like George
Sand and Ibsen are only apologists for a revolution
already made. In proportion as women are emanci-
pated, do they claim a freedom which is desired
rather as a relief to ennui than as an offset to mascu-
line libertinage. Some changes have made the
marriage yoke more difficult to bear than it was.
One is, that desertion is increasingly common since
emigration has become a habit with the working
classes. Another is, that the felon, who was for-
merly hanged without mercy, is now released periodi-
cally, and can resume full marital rights over his
wife's person and property, where the law has not
been altered to meet his case. A third probably is,
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